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Summer edition 

“To travel is to discover that everyone is wrong about other countries” – 

Aldous Huxley. 

Melvin, Editor 

Avid traveller and history/knowledge buff 

Suan, Editor-in-Chief 

Expert Procurer of fine things and Finance Director at home 

We all have our biases. And we have perceptions too... hence 

what Huxley said is absolutely true to us! What do you think? 

Remember to drop us a line at: melsuan0810@gmail.com.   

About this Edition 

Development. This word has been used frequently to describe 

the breakneck speed in which our world has been changing. 

And sometimes this can happen so quick that much of our past 

gets demolished away. 

In this issue we share with you our visit to a traditional village in 

the middle of bustling Seoul. Plus, we want to bring you back to 

the Panorama of the big Apple! 

So, we are back again!   

How’s life? 
For one thing, very hectic. In fact so much that we've sort 

of "stopped" our blog... in the sense we've ceased drafting 

posts to be scheduled ahead. Not that we've not done so 

for a few months into the future already! 

This should be fun! Meeting friends from lands 
afar and linking up to share experience! 

But not blogging does not mean not traveling - at least for 

work it has been the airport being home for Mel for a 

couple of weeks. Add in our recent jaunt to Penang... well 

we have been busy. Tell us how it has been for you! 

Of lobsters and men 
Do not know why they name it after the city. For the 

lobsters can be found all along the coast of Maine all 

around what is labeled as ‘New England’. 

But no matter. For the only thing that one wants to do is to 

relish in the joys of sampling freshly cooked lobster right? 

Where can one find affordable yet delish servings of this 

erstwhile delicacy? 

 

Well we think we have the answer, though it might be 

contested. And we don’t care, since to us the experience 

was vindicated when we were at Roy Moore’s in Rockport. 

Now you might want to come early if you want to have a sit 

down meal. For the ‘backyard’ that they had for dining was 

al fresco, in the sense that its out in the open. Should 

inclement weather hoist itself upon the town… 
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Anyway we feel it is worth the risk. 

 

 

Though we were extremely lucky to both get a seat and be 

there on a nice sunny early summer day, the prize is evidently 

the lobsters. 

At US$25 for a 2-pounder, that was already a steal. Imagine 

paying just $40 for two! Ok so the two aren’t 2-pounders but 

they are sure large enough! 

Not just lobsters, one can also order sides to augment the 

meal. Some folks actually buy the live lobsters and bring 

them home to prepared for themselves. So the options are 

aplenty. 

 

Did you know that they actually sort out the lobsters before 

they are sent from the harbor to the restaurants and shacks? 

And do you know the fate of a no-so-good-looking lobster 

was? 

You might not guess it, but they are not sold per se but 

cooked and ‘shacked’ – ie all the edible flesh are removed 

from the shell.  

Where does it go? Well, mostly they are served as part of 

lobster rolls like what we had at Luke’s in downtown Boston.  

 

Served between two slices of toasted bread, this “sandwich” 

if you will tastes wonderful too and is an excellent meal on 

the go. 

However do note that compared with the full lobster, rolls 

are relatively more expensive. One serving can come to $17 

on its own. You do pay for the services of shacking the 

lobster flesh… 

Needless to say, there are numerous lobster shacks and 

restaurants. And for us we had sampled both the crustacean 

itself, and it being served like a burger. 

 

Which is more delectable? Well for one thing the 

sandwich/burger (whatever) is convenient. With the steamed 

crustacean you need to work with your hands.  

It can get a little messy. But both are wonderful experiences. 

We like both. 

� 

Panorama of NYC 
And where else can you do that best then from the many 

skyscrapers? 

Indeed. One of the main attractions in the Big Apple has 
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D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?  

The tallest skyscraper is the world now is Jeddah tower? 

When completed later this year it will be 3,280 feet high 

and leave the Burj Khalifa to 'eat dust'... and who knows 

when another one will be announced to 'trump' this latest 

one. 

B A T T L E  O F  T H E  

S K Y S C R A P E R S  

Now if one scours the web for literature on the history of 

Skyscrapers, most might point to Chicago's 10-floor 

building housing of all things and insurance company. That 

was back in 1884. 

But a skyscraper definition has to be precise, is building 

with many floors. In the 20th century, there was a 

proliferation of such buildings, morphing into somewhat a 

race to built the tallest one in the world and took the 

depression to have a short hiatus before resumption of the 

"competition". 

Can you recognize which skyscraper fit these profiles? 

 

But did you know that this race to build higher also 

spawned innovations in other areas? Such as lifts. Can you 

imagine how these contraptions of pulleys bring you all the 

way from the ground to the xxth floor in like less than a 

minute? Why do you think your ears popped? 

Today we all benefit in some ways from the building of 

these structures. There are those that work in one, others 

that visit one for the views - such as we did when we 

ascended the top of the rock. In fact they have become so 

popular these days that you literally queue for it! 

It must make sense economically to build these structures, 

as they are to be occupied most times by commercial or 

residential owners. And it would be no surprise that these 

are usually constructed in metropolises around the world. 

The hubbub of economic activity supports the existence of 

these. 

Where in the world have you topped a skyscraper?  

turned out to be the structures of steel and glass. Ones that 

reach out to the skies. And from which one can look down like 

a bird. It is interesting to know that all of this harks back to the 

late 19th century. Did you know that Chicago banned 

construction of buildings over 150 feet tall in 1892?  

That left New York city to become the undisputed heavyweight 

champion of skyscrapers. Until recent challengers from around 

the world came into the ring. 

Our experience of enjoying a bird’s eye view had been limited to 

just two locations. The first took place such a long time ago that 

it surely is very different today if we were to re-enact their initial 

experience. 

 

Skyline does not seem to have changed? 

Yep. The Empire State it was the first time. For some reason 

the Chrysler building comes to mind when we recall this 

occasion. 

Perhaps it is the design of the spire that etches into the minds 

of folks who look out across from where we were. Almost 

touching it. And it was sure windy up there too. So if you have a 

hat on, you might want to keep it even though the sun could be 

blazing on you. 

It comes as no surprise that the queues can be long. However 

modern technology is here to help. Save time by booking and 

paying for your spot online and be at the gate to claim your 

place at the designated time.  

Today the key consideration is the security checks that have to 

be made in order to gain access to the top of the building. Such 

are the times we live in these days. But as they say : it’s all for 

your safety. 
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Spot what’s missing? 

Ok so costs would be a concern. When we went up to the 

Top of the Rock, it costs US$37 each. Can’t recall now how 

much we paid for ascending the Empire State, but presume 

the prices were lower 20 years ago? 

In any case, it ain’t cheap, so how is one to choose? 

Now having gone to two, our recommendation would be the 

Top of the Rock. No, not because we went there recently. 

But because its location affords it views both ways.  

Unobstructed views of central park and views towards 

downtown. One would be hard pressed to catch a glimpse of 

the park from Empire state or even the new World Trade 

center. Perhaps someone can correct us. 

 

Mandatory to have selfies these days 

Once you are back on the ground it feels so different. What 

were specks on the ground comes alive in a cacophony of 

sounds and colors. See St Patrick’s church on the ground 

compared to when over it from above. 

Incredibly difference isn’t it? 

And this is so different from drone photography. Much hype 

has been generated from the so-called incredible pictures 

captured from these devices. We do not disagree. 

However, we still feel nothing beats being up there on high 

to take the photo yourself. After all, you can take a selfie of 

 

The Chrysler building is very unique! 

Now one of the advantages of viewing the city from way up 

high is the ideas it gives you. 

Ideas on where to go and what you might expect to see. 

Take Central Park for example. This expanse of green in 

upper Manhattan is something that we’ve touched on and 

off. 

Seeing it in totality from the Top of the Rock gave us a sense 

of the distance to be covered. It made us realize that a 

morning would not be sufficient to cover the entire park. 

That we might want to do it in installments. 

Like generals in the battlefield, we could now visualize which 

sections to “attack” and ‘capture’, where and what the key 

terrain are in military speak. Now you know what the 

meaning of gaining the high ground means. 

 

Central Park sits squarely in Manhattan 

For us the landscape does look very much unchanged, 

except for the noticeable absence of the twin towers. Barely 

four years after our visit, these towers were no more.  

Today the new WTC stands not far from the original site. 

The city has gone a long way since the tragedy of 9-11, 

though the scars remain. 

Aside from clicking away, take some time to soak in the 

sight. Close your eyes and drown out the din of the people 

around you. Can you hear the city’s pulsating heart beat? We 

sure did, for this is a city that surely never sleeps. 
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yourself up in the air with a drone right? 

� 

Traditional Homes of 

Korea 
In a world that is rapidly changing, it is hard to hold onto 

traditions that seem to have little value in one's daily life. 

But as long time friends know, we believe that to know 

history is to understand where we came from and how we 

will proceed forward. And so like many countries around the 

world, Korea is no stranger to preserving its culture and 

promoting it. Look out! A new K-wave is coming! 

This essay is about "gate crashing" events. Because in the 

course of searching for traditional homes that are still to be 

found in Korea, we did exactly that - twice. 

 

Are scholars are studying in there? 

Our first adventure was to walk unwittingly into a real 

Korean wedding at the Korea house. Not a museum strictly 

but an events center that happens to be set in an old house. 

Supposedly the home of a gentry family... 

You see we did notice that there was awful lot of locals 

milling around, dressed to the nines. But we had thought 

nothing of it and continued nonchalantly! 

Anyway, when the ceremony began and a man that seems to 

be 'acting' as the groom appeared, we began to sense that 

perhaps we had stumbled into somebody's wedding as un-

invited guests! 

It was a fortunate thing to watch though as a traditional 

Korean ensemble started playing their instruments. Then 

womenfolk appeared bringing along children with them. 

These children were given instructions (in Korean of course) 

to hold certain ceremonial symbols - one of which we 

thought was a shoe...hmmm... 

 

Presenting..... the K-pop band 

Anyway this continued and the crowd began to get really 

excited. These men in suits and women, some in hanbok 

were cheering. Oops, felt awkward and had to look for a 

speedy exit! Anyway we got what we wanted, a traditional 

wedding spectacle! 

OK the real hanok village was actually next door, literally the 

next street. It is called Namsangol, because it lies at the foot 

of well, Namsan. 

Just to know, both can be found when you get out of exit 3 

from Chungmuro metro station. The Caltex petrol station is 

the best landmark. 

They (internet) said that there too are traditional 

performances here too but we did not see any. In any case 

we had our fill! LOL. 

 

How will the low walls work? 

This open-air and free museum is a showcase of homes from 

various social strata of society during the period of imperial 

rule. So these houses are transplanted here from all over the 

country. 

Five houses are set next to each other and if you do not look 

carefully at the signage or have a guide with you, it could be 

easy to confuse one from another! 

How would like to imagine that you are a Korean lady living 
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in the ancient days? For a fee, there are boutiques that will 

transform you into a Korean princess or noble lady for a day. 

So many of these ladies were busy taking selfies. Perhaps 

Suan might do that someday too! 

 

Is that girl in hanbok from the past? 

Well if museums are not your thing, how about seeing a real 

living hanok village? And right in the city too? 

Technically not a village since it is in the middle of a 

metropolis like Seoul, Bukchon is a district in the north of 

the city close to the rebuilt palace of Gyeongbok. 

It is said that in the old days the officials and aristocrats of 

court would live here to be close to the center of power. So 

this is kind of the Beverly Hills of Joseon times. As we said 

this is a place where people still live, so these are actual 

homes!  

We saw many "please keep you voices down" notices stuck 

on the walls but you know tourists will be tourists and 

nobody seemed to notice. Who knows someday they may 

charge a fee for entry! 

Come here via metro station Anguk. It will be quite a walk 

from the station and is generally an uphill stroll. 

 

This is a real residential street! 

Well, that was all in terms of seeing traditional houses in 

Seoul. Actually to really see a living one, look no further than 

Andong we are told. 

At 3-hours' train ride out of Seoul, it is a village where people 

still live in homes that were built probably over the last 

couple of hundred years. It is a UNESCO heritage site, so 

that will be checking off another item on the bucket list for 

some perhaps! 

When in Seoul, it will not be all about shopping and eating, 

though yes that would take up most of your time here. Just 

stray off a little and a little local history and culture could just 

be peeping at you! 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

What’s in our next issue? 
Roar goes the crowd in Red Square. Yes Russia's in the next 

issue. Until then, 

 

We'll be stalking around! 


