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Winter edition 
“Travel is glamorous only in retrospect” – Paul Theroux 

Melvin, Editor 

Avid traveller and history/knowledge buff 

Suan, Editor-in-Chief 

Expert Procurer of fine things and Finance Director at home 

How true. Travel stories are often more fun when told in a 

positive manner. When you are making the journey, it 

sometimes pains you. But in retrospect, you tell all that it was 

wonderful. Sound a little like national service! 

Remember to drop us a line at: melsuan0810@gmail.com.   

About this Edition 

In this edition We show you where the folks have one of the 

largest aquariums in the world and how we swam with sharks - 

whale sharks that is. 

On the opposite side we will recount our helicopter trip over 

the apostles along the Great Ocean road and show you why a 

trip in the air is a must! 

So, we are back again!   

How’s life? 
Wow, driving in Phuket was quite some adventure! As they 

say, a journey of a thousand miles begins with a single 

step... So it will road trips Thailand in the future. 

This should be fun! Meeting friends from lands 
afar and linking up to share experience! 

Suan managed to "return" to Korea after a hiatus of 4 years. 

Needless to say, it was all shopping while in Seoul. But this 

time, we did more than that. We took the train to Busan... 

minus the zombies. Journalogs coming soon. Read it all in 

our blog. Even as you read this issue, we would have just 

returned from our snow and ice festival romp in Harbin! 

Chiang Mai roads 
If one is not to drive in Chiang Mai, it will be a hapless 

effort to walk, since the distances can be large between the 

sights and potential shopping areas.  

Taking taxis in Chiang Mai is a risky "gamble", as most do 

not operate their meters even though they are mandated to 

do so, reducing the ride to a haggling nightmare.  

Tuk Tuks, for the rickety ride they offer are not only "not 

as safe" from a traffic perspective, but also rife with drivers 

who want to bring you where you don't.  

 

Red pickup 

So what your alternatives?  
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Here is here the red pickups that seem to ply in a 

directionless manner is your most likely answer. Called 

"songthaews" locally, these are licensed miniature bus/taxi 

etc that do not follow exact routes. 

However the color of the Songthaew dictates that it may 

only operate within a specific geographical area, which in this 

case is most of the city. 

    

Seating and ring the bell to alight 

Now you still need to bargain, but the price guidance here is 

quite narrow - usually 20 baht per person for a ride within 

the city area (good as of Sep-15). You can get this price most 

of the day time as supply outstrip demand. 

However as evening sets in the price rises as not only tourists 

but locals may take these for the homeward journey. The 

Songthaew will also pick up other passengers along the way, 

so don't think the long benches are for you alone! 

While you may have agreed on a designated destination or 

drop off point, you can also press the button usually located 

on the roof of the pickup.  

 

Be careful getting on or off 

You can stop the Songthaew and then proceed to the 

passenger side to make your payment - yes pay when you get 

to your destination and not before! 

Safety is paramount and getting on and off the Songthaew is 

something to be aware of. Remember that there can be many 

other passengers onboard. Don't forget anything, cause it is 

very likely you will not find it again.  

Sometimes the ride appear circuitous, but that is the nature 

of the road system in Chiang Mai and hey - the price you 

agreed with the driver does not change. He simply drives 

around looking for business while going in your drop off 

direction.  

 

Flagging them down 

Easy enough to flag down with your hand, the driver s 

frequently call out to you (horn or otherwise). Generally it 

has been safe and since the license of the driver is pasted on 

the pickup, it is a very good alternative to walking in the 

dusty roads of the city! 

� 

Aquarium Fishing 
The title of this article sounds contradictory - ie who will be 

allowed to fish in an aquarium? Are we really talking about 

fishing or going fishing?  

In many parts of the world, the trend has been to create 

massive water tanks filled with sea water. Fill them in with 

marine creatures of all kinds and try to create an ecosystem 

where the inhabitants appear to be living out in the open sea. 

Such large aquariums have sprung up in places such as 

Okinawa, Dubai, Singapore, Osaka, Berlin etc. This article 

brings us to fishing for the best of these aquariums.  

 

Free Dolphin show and more! 
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D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?  

Chiang Mai was the seat of an independent Lanna 

Kingdom. During the last millennia, it eventually became 

incorporated into present day Thailand. 

D Y N A S T I C  S T R U G G L E S  I N  

N O R T H E R N  T H A I L A N D  

Lan Na, in its northern accented Thai pronunciation it 

refers to the Kingdom of a million rice fields. In the middle 

ages (ie 1000-1500s), Indochina was a patchwork of 

dynastic states especially the northern reaches, and it is 

from this that Lan Na rose to rival its southern neighbors. 

 
Indochina in the 1300s, by Javierfv1212 - Own work, CC0 

Https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=14719735 

From its founding in 1296, Chiang Mai became the center 

of this rising power that grew to command a broad swath 

of northern Thailand and Myanmar (see purple shade 

above) at its height in the 1400s. 

As with dynastic rule, the kingdom was only as strong as its 

monarch and by the 1500s Lanna fell into internecine 

conflicts that led to its decline and subjugation by, first 

Burmese then by Siam (Thailand today). 

Incorporated into Thailand proper since 1775, Lanna is 

now a center of vibrant tourism. Its proud heritage remains 

a wonder to all that come, and to appreciate the unique 

culture and culinary traditions. 

We made one such visit to a mega aquarium at Okinawa, famed 

for not just having a supersized aquarium, but also for the fact it 

houses a few whale sharks.  

Those in the know will tell you that the Whale shark is the 

largest fish in the world. It is not the focus of the article to 

debate on whether it is ethical to put these marine creature in an 

enclosed tank. As casual visitors, we are amazed at how the 

large number of creatures interact within the confines of the 

tank. 

In Churaumi aquarium, there is a free access area (ie you don't 

need to pay) and a paid access area. It's a first for us! 

Not only was the regular dolphin show free, even the exhibit 

stations for the Manatee and turtle are free! It makes for such a 

great place to be on the weekends or when the kids are off 

school! 

 

Who's watching who? 

The only negative is that the aquarium is located in a more 

remote part of Okinawa (driving from the main city of Naha 

will take the better part of 1.5 hours). 

We guess that only in such a remote location can you easily 

prepare the sufficiently large environment to house a huge 

number of marine creatures. However, what is in stall for those 

that make the pilgrimage is a spectacular mix of showmanship 

and conservation (yes this is debatable)...   

 

TV Screen effect 
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Spotted Eagle Ray 

Of course not everything is about the large tank. You can 

also get up close with coral reef inhabitants such as the star 

fishes. Try re-arranging the different colored star fishes 

together to get a better picture at the Coral reef moat. They 

come in very different shapes too! 

If you do not take them out of the water, you are free to 

touch and move the star fishes, sea cucumbers as you like. 

 

Denizens of the reef 

Spending a full day at the aquarium is rarely one activity that 

is common (most complete the attractions in ~2hours), but 

Churaumi is able to provide such a diverse range of 

attractions that you can spend hours just gazing at the 

denizens of the ocean.  

The aquarium itself costs ¥1,800pp (as of Nov-12) and if 

you buy the tickets at the hotel, you may get a discount! We 

got 10% off! 

� 

Great Ocean Road 
For many tourists who take day tours from Melbourne or 

full package tours of Australia, the drive along the Great 

Ocean road is but one of the many long road trips to be had. 

But for the independent traveler, the journey is fantastic for 

the senses - sight, smell and sounds.  

The main highlight of the aquarium is the main tank - which 

spans 4 floors high. You can sit at one of those stall seats on 

the highest level and have a "bird's eye" view of the tank. 

It has a capacity of 7,500m³ of water. That's three times a 

50x25m Olympic sized swimming pool! And to know that it 

houses approximately 70 species of marine creatures and 

around 16,000 fishes... 

Of course the attraction is to be able to stand by the Perspex 

walls of the tank to pose with your favorite marine creature 

swimming by! In Churaumi, the main attraction in the tank 

would be the whale sharks! 

You can imagine the number of photos that you will take as 

these gentle cruise by repeatedly. 

 

Tunnel vision 

The option extends to being able to walk through a tunnel at 

the lowest level of the tank. From that tunnel, you will be 

able to look up at the creatures swimming past, affording a 

"diver's view". Pretty neat huh? 

At the bottom of the tank are the Zebra and lemon 

sharks...lying motionless until... it's feeding time! 

Schools of Mackerel, Tuna and Trevally move around the 

tank much like how the documentaries and it's as if the mini 

"eco-system" that has been created to mimic nature has 

become real! The whole experience is as if you are walking in 

the depth of the sea looking at these creatures in their natural 

habitat. 
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Wind down that car window (which you can't on a coach) 

and you can smell the ocean (not recommended in summer). 

You can hear the constant roar of the Great southern ocean 

against the shore. Sights, well you've read them elsewhere. 

 

Scenic drive along the coast 

Our drive starts from Geelong, and we joined in the road 

from Torquay and cruised along for approximately 200km, 

stopping at Lorne and Apollo bay to try our luck at whale 

spotting. 

The Great Ocean road is also labeled the B100, so if you are 

driving do not be worried that you seem to be on a single 

lane country road - you are! 

Major towns, in case you need accommodation are Anglesey, 

Lorne, Apollo bay, Port Campbell. We chose to stay 

overnight in Warranambool. Be sure to check the internet 

for special deals in the many hotels and motels all along the 

coast and towns that dot the interior. 

 

Fasten seat belts, fold tray... 

For most, the grand prize for any drive in this direction will 

be the views of the Apostles.  

Located near to Princetown (no use trying to locate that on 

the GPS easily), there is a rest stop where you can park and 

walk out to the viewing platforms.  

But the real adventure is getting up in the air and viewing the 

formations as you travel up and down the coast. Catering to 

different wants, you will find multiple routes, duration and 

prices to choose from. 

We chose to fly up from Apostle bay all the way up to Bay of 

islands. This is a 25-minute flight. We flew past Port 

Campbell before circling back.  

 

Apostles and Bay of Islands 

Even though we were there near the height of winter, we 

were blessed with clear skies throughout the flight and could 

see the entire coastline!  

Along the way, we tried to count how many apostles are 

really left. Definitely not twelve! I counted nine. As 2cm of 

coastline gets eroded every years, don't be surprised that 

even less will be there in a few years! 

Did you know that the Apostles could have been named the 

"Sow and her Piglets"? Fortunately that name did not win 

enough votes... 

It is just a short walk from the helipad to the visitors' centre. 

There is a cafe there and also historical information about 

the formations and the infamous number of wrecks along 

this dangerous strip of coastline.  

 

Angel amongst the Apostles 
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On land, it is a battle for the best photo spots whenever 

another busload of tourists are disgorged from their coaches. 

Fortunately for us we had the luxury of time and took 

advantage of that to enjoy the views after the tourists had 

been packed up. 

At low tide, you can even walk along the beach to some of 

the rock stacks that are closer to the shore. But alas we were 

there during winter and the temperature of the water was not 

an encouragement.  

But all good things have to end and we had to move on - 

well next stop London bridge! 

 

Now where the bridge? 

Just a short 10 minutes' drive further westwards, the 

structure used to be joined up. However, part of it collapsed 

in 1990 leading to the gap you can see in the picture.  

It probably look more like a bridge now that there is a real 

gap. But there are now drawbridges to complete the picture 

though... 

But that's not all, there are so many more sights to see - the 

Grotto, Loch Ard gorge and many more.  

We continued our drive through Peterborough and upward 

to Warrnambool to stay the night. If we had a chance to do 

this again we'd stay in Port Campbell and spend more time at 

the sights! 

 

Hey we were in one of these! 

Although it costs quite a bit for the helicopter tour, it is well 

worth the price (it is actually cheaper to even a comparable 

trip in Phuket  out to Phang Nga bay). 

Of course, for the adventurous there are numerous trails for 

hiking where you will enjoy the triple sensory at a much 

slower pace. Then you might be able to see the occasional 

whale belching as the females nurse their young here. 

The Great Ocean road has inlets to the interior too, with its 

vast array of local produce which leads to fine cuisines. 

Definitely check out the seafood too! Renting a car is not 

exorbitant and is so flexible! 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

What’s in our next issue? 
Do you know who the Amish are? If not, look out for our 

next issue. We'll also bring you up-to-date about our latest 

journeys. Until then, 

get hip hopping with the fountain guy...and 

 

Lots of hugs and kisses from the both of us! 


